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Student for a Day 
 

In September I picked a day to be a student.  “What does that mean?” you ask.  For one 
entire day I followed an eleventh grade student’s schedule. Starting from the beginning 
of school until the end of the day I traveled from class to class experiencing life as a stu-
dent.  My goal was to get a feel for what a student goes through while they are at school.  
Here is a quick summary of my take away: 
 
 Anticipation - Before school started I had a lot of anticipation for the day, asking 

many questions.  “What will each class look like?”, “How will I get from class to 
class?”, “Who will I sit next to?”, “How will the other students receive me?”, “Do I 
have any friends?  After looking back on this, I can see how a new student entering 
school, or even a current student entering school for the first day of school could 
have many of these thoughts. 

 Processing - Throughout the day I learned that moving from class to class is some-
what disruptive to my thinking and processing.  When I was able to reflect on the top-
ic at the end of class I was able to reset my thinking process and be prepared for the 
next period. 

 Block Schedule - I was in a block for two periods for two classes.  A block is approxi-
mately 79 minutes long, which is twice as long as a “typical” period.  While this 
seems like a long time it actually went quite quickly especially if the class changed 
instructional modalities throughout.   

 Personal Technology - I had my cell phone with me just in case I was needed at 
some point in the day.  While it was still on vibrate and didn’t distract others, I think, it 
still pulled my mind away from learning whenever it would buzz.  I would wonder if it 
was an emergency while I waited to see if it would buzz again soon. 

 Lunch - Lunchtime was an enjoyable experience.  While it was a short time, I was 
able to complete my lunch and have conversations with students next to me.  There 
was a military recruiter in the cafeteria during this time and she came over to the ta-
ble I was sitting at and there was enough time to chat with her, ( I was flattered that 
she thought I was a senior!), and discuss her role as a recruiter an various aspects 
of careers in the military. 

 Homework - Homework was a little bit of a stressor as I was thinking about my plans 
for the evening.  Between activities immediately after school and meetings I had that 
evening, I was calculating when I could get done what was needed.  Of course this 
isn’t much different than a typical workday, but it was good to see that at any age 
prioritization of time is a key component of success. 

 
Much of what I experienced this day was an extension of what students have said they 
go through.  Actually going through the experience gave me a first-hand account of what 
happens throughout the day.   
 

Community Café’s 
Each year the board of education reviews, revises, and publicizes our Strategic Plan.  
Normally, we have an evening of discussion around current trends and accomplish-
ments form the previous year and then put down in writing our edits.  This past year we 
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decided for the 2017-18 school year and beyond we would 
approach this process a little bit differently.  It has been three 
years since we did a major revamp of the plan and feel that we 
need to promote more community input.  Our process for this 
will be called Community Café’s.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Todd Green, Superintendent of Schools 
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We are off to a great start this year in Pre-K! In September we introduced the students to school and 
adjusted to all the new classroom routines. We began to learn about letters, numbers, shapes, red 
words, and the things that make us special. The students also began art classes with Mr. Basta!   
 
In October, we will  learn about fire safety  and community helpers. A volunteer firefighter from the 
New Bremen Fire Department will come in to teach us about fire safety and show us the equipment 
that a fireman uses to keep us safe.  
 
In November we will learn about the first Thanksgiving and talk about fall. The class will take an 
online tour of the Mayflower and reenact the first Thanksgiving.  

Elementary Principal 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
Thank you for a wonderful start to the school year and for 
attending Open House on September 26, 2017.  Regular 
parent and teacher communication is one of the best ways 
to help our students learn and grow. 
 
PK-12 has started the initiative of Student Centered Learn-
ing.  One instructional strategy we have implemented in PK
-12 to ensure that students own their learning is to have 
every lesson begin with a learning target.  Recently I had 
one teacher share that a learning target is very similar to a 
kitchen show.  First the chef demonstrates the finished 
product.  Then the chef shares the recipe and ingredients.  
At the end, the chef compares their finished product to the 
one they showed at the beginning of the show.  Learning 
targets are written in kid friendly language and encourages 
the belief that all students can and will learn.  I share this 
with you because as you check your student’s folder you 
many start to see papers with “I can” statements on them.  
The “I can” is part of the learning target language we are 
using.   
 
As a District we are committed to not just teaching students 
the content standards but we are also committed to the 
BRCS exit standards which have existed for over two dec-
ades.  We are encouraging our students to become critical 
thinkers and effective communicators.  If you have any fur-
ther questions please feel free to ask. 

Parent Conferences will be scheduled for No-

vember 15 and November 16, 2017.  The ele-

mentary school will have half days on those 

dates.  More information about when your con-

ference will be scheduled will be coming from 

your classroom teacher.  

Sincerely,     
     
 
 
Kimberly Lyman-Wright, Principal                 
klwright@brcsd.org    



We have had a fantastic start in Kindergarten!  During the first several weeks of school 
we learned and practiced routines and rules.  We also made many new friends.  At the 
beginning of each week we are introduced to a new letter of the alphabet and practice 
writing it and identifying its sound throughout the rest of the week.  We also learn one 
or two new sight words per week.  Please continue to review these letters and sight 
words at home.  Additionally, please continue to check your child’s folder each night 
for any important papers and to review the work that your child did that day. 

Kindergarten News 

Our year in first grade has start-
ed off really well.  We have 
learned about friends, ants, and 
pumpkins.   
 
In Phonics we have reviewed 
Consonant vowel consonant 
(CVC) words. At the end of the 
school year, we hope that you 
will be amazed to see the pro-
gress your child makes in 
spelling, reading and writing.  
Our students are very eager to 
learn new reading rules in order 
to become great readers and 
writers.  Over the next two 
months we will continue to fo-
cus on CVC words and vowels 
sounds.  We will also add some 
new reading rules to what they 

will last throughout their lives. 
 
During the month of October, 
students will focus on  communi-
ties, map skills, animal habitats 
and fire prevention.  
 
Math topics in second grade 
have included basic addition 
facts, strategies to add and sub-
tract and adding two digit num-
bers.   It will still be important for 
students to continue to practice 
their addition and subtraction 
facts at home.   
 
The second graders were 
thrilled to learn facts about fire 
safety. We were also lucky 

enough to have local beekeep-
er, Patrick O’Brien, present to 
us during our unit on bees.  He 
taught us a lot of new bee facts 
that we didn’t know! 
 
As the days begin to get cooler, 
please have your child dress for 
the weather.  It is important for 
them to wear sneakers and a 
sweatshirt or jacket onto the 
playground for recess. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all of 
our families and community 
members from the second 
grade teachers. 

Thanks to all who were able to 
join us at the Open House on 
September 26. We enjoyed 
meeting you and look forward to 
working with you and your child 
this year. 
 
We continue to 
discuss and spend 
time on the theme 
of friendship.  Se-
cond graders en-
joyed reading The 
Secret Garden and 
worked cooperatively to create 
their own secret gardens.  We 
hope that this will continue to 
build a foundation of kindness, 
tolerance, and friendship that 

already know from kindergar-
ten.  We will also identify 
rhymes and syllables to build 
their reading skills during the 
first quarter.   
 
At the end of October we will 
take a field trip and celebrate 
the Fall Festival.  We will travel 
to the one room schoolhouse in 
Lowville and show our students 
how classrooms have changed 
from then to now.  That same 
day we will travel to the Men-
nonite Heritage Farm in 
Croghan to see how families 
lived long ago.  Our field trip will 
begin our long ago unit through 
the month of November.   
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Hello from the third grade teachers! For the month of September we reviewed addi-
tion and subtraction facts, cursive writing, different types of literature, various types 
of maps and map skills, and discovered animals and their adaptations. The most 
important thing to remember is to practice math facts 
and read nightly if possible. We know that evenings 
can be busy although trying to fit these two things in 
will make a difference.  The students have a planner 
this year to keep track of homework assignments and 
they are taking on this new responsibility very well.  
 
In October we will begin to learn and memorize multi-
plication and interpret reading passages with different types of reading strategies. 
As always please feel free to contact your child’s teacher with any questions you 
may have.  

Third 

Grade 

News 

Welcome back to school from the fourth 
grade teachers!  We look forward to a 
wonderful start to the school year as we 
make new friends and learn our classroom 

routines.  
 
We are excited about our upcoming trip to Beaver Camp.  We will be exploring plants, insects and animals found in 
the Beaver River habitat.  Students will experience a short boat trip on Beaver Lake! We will use our experiences 
at Beaver Camp to create a writing piece to be shared with our families! 
 
In ELA we are discovering and sharing various kinds of texts.  We have been writing creatively and applying vari-
ous strategies within our writing.  We have our own writer’s notebook as a place to collect our ideas, experiences 
and artifacts as we transform our thoughts and collections into larger writing pieces.  Our fourth graders are having 
a great time learning and writing!  In Social Studies, we are exploring New York State and its geographical features 
along with early settlements.   We are eager to create a model of New York, highlighting various geographical as-
pects.  In Math, we are discovering place value and ways to compare, order, round, read and write numbers.  
Please encourage your child to study multiplication facts daily! 
 
Students work so hard in fourth grade and really enjoy setting their own individual goals to achieve.  This year stu-
dents will participate in parent conferences and have an opportunity to share their goals with their families!  It will 
be an exciting time for students to shine.   
 
We are excited to work with your child, and as always, please feel free to contact your child’s teacher with any 
questions you may have.  
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Students are adjusting well to their classrooms and 
therapy routines.  They are learning classroom rules 
and practicing important social skills.  We have been 
working hard with the math and ELA curriculum.  We 
will also be busy working on Fall projects and holiday 
activities.  As Thanksgiving approaches we will par-
take in activities to get students thinking about what 
they are thankful for while sharing some special fami-
ly traditions.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions: 
 
What is an IEP? 

 An Individualized Education Program (IEP) is 
a written statement of the educational pro-
gram designed to meet a child’s individual 
needs.   

 
What’s the IEP’s purpose? 

 To set reasonable learning goals for a child. 
 To state the services that the school district 

will provide for the child. 
 List the modifications and accommodations 

the school will provide to help a child make 
progress.  

 
If you have any questions regarding your child’s IEP 
or feel that your child is in need of extra support at 
school; contact your child’s teacher, building princi-
pal, or CSE secretary immediately to discuss the sit-
uation.  

Things have been very busy in the libraries this 
fall! Elementary students were excited to see 
the library decorated in an ocean theme to cele-
brate our upcoming Literacy Celebration pro-
gram “Oceans of Stories”.  Information about 
the program will be coming home soon! At the 
end of the program students will be given the 
opportunity to watch a few scenes from our 
school musical, Disney’s The Little Mermaid 
which will be very exciting for them. Stay tuned 
for more information! 
 
The library is the perfect place for student-
centered learning. The elementary classes have 
been participating in center work which usually 
includes a STEM-based center for making or 
tinkering with something, a reading center, a 
computer or technology center, and a literacy 
mini-lesson center. The students seem to enjoy 
center work very much! Parents, please rein-
force good book care habits at home so that 
students don’t lose or damage their library 
books. Have a wonderful autumn and, of 
course, read! 

The fifth graders have been working hard! They are ad-
justing well to switching classes for Math, ELA, Science, 
and Social Studies.  We would like to thank all of the fami-
lies that were able to attend Open House. 
 
In ELA , students have begun to read the novel Esperan-
za Rising.  This historical fiction novel takes place in Mex-
ico and California in the 1930’s.  It tells the tale of Es-
peranza, a young girl who is facing many hardships and 
human rights challenges that she must rise above.  We 
will focus on reading the text closely, as well as using evi-
dence from the text to support our ideas and inferences.  
After students finish reading Esperanza Rising, they will 
continue to work with the book in order to write their own 
Reader’s Theater script for a chosen scene from the nov-
el. 
 
In Math, students will  work on and review place value, as 
well as multiplying and dividing two and three digit whole 

numbers.  They will then move on to decimals.  Stu-
dents should continue to practice multiplication and 
division facts, as well as place value in the millions 
through the thousandths. 
 
In Science, students will learn about scientific method 
and how to use it to think critically.  Soon they will par-
ticipate in labs that will use the steps to collect and an-
alyze data. 
 
In Social Studies, students continue to learn about the 
geography of the United States and Canada.  We will 
be discuss major landforms and waterways of the two 
countries. 
 
We have had a great first quarter in fifth grade, and we 
look forward to seeing many families at Parent Teach-
er Conferences! 

 



Mrs. Christine LaBare, Middle School Principal 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians,  
 
We have exciting things happening in the Middle School.  The Student Council met for the first time and is 
planning events for the year.  We look forward to the Community Service Day on October 19th.  The students 
are looking for ways to connect with the community and opportunities to help out.  If you are looking for help 
and can give advance notice we certainly will try to lend a hand. 
 
The students in the Middle School are acclimating as the month of September ends.  We have changed the 
concept of the Middle School a bit and the theme this year is putting the pieces together.  In the month of Sep-
tember we kicked off the year filling the halls with puzzle pieces that represent positive characteristics.  The 
Student Council put positive quotes and affirmations on each locker.  When all of the students arrived for the 
first day of school the quotes, words, and colorful puzzle pieces met their eyes.  We have received so many 
compliments about the puzzle pieces. 
 
We are looking forward to a positive productive year.   

Sincerely,  
 
 
Christine LaBare 
Middle School Principal 

Students are starting well this year and are fig-
uring out lockers and schedules.  Students have 
been given a planner, and we recommend that 
parents check the planner to see that assign-
ments are being written in and checked off to 
indicate completion.  The grade 7/8 teaching 
team meets between 8:30 and 9:05 if you would 
like to meet with us.  You are also welcome to 
email teachers you would like to contact.  Find 
the email address at www.brcsd.org, click on 
Staff, Staff directory, and enter the teacher’s 
name.  We are very happy to discuss any is-
sues you or your student may have. 
  
For Science 7 and 8, we have begun the school 
year by developing a solid learning environ-
ment. Students will  create and construct an au-
tobiographical cube which they will be present-
ed to the class. Our goal is to establish a strong 
classroom community. The next units of study 
will include Lab Safety and Scientific Method. 
  
In Social Studies, 7th graders will study Native 
Americans and the early settlers in the coming 
weeks.  Students in 8th grade will  focus on 
Western settlement, the railroads, and the 
growth of industry. 

http://www.brcsd.org


 

 

 

 

 
This year our talented cast is performing a mu-
sical version of Disney’s The Little Mermaid.  
 
“In a magical kingdom beneath the sea, the 
beautiful young mermaid, Ariel, longs to leave 
her ocean home to live in the world above. 
Based on one of Hans Christian Andersen's 
most beloved stories and the classic animated 
film, Disney's The Little Mermaid is a hauntingly 

beautiful love story for the ages. With music by eight-time Academy Award winner, Alan Menken, lyr-
ics by Howard Ashman and Glenn Slater and a compelling book by Doug Wright, this fishy fable will 
capture your heart with its irresistible songs, including "Under the Sea," "Kiss the Girl" and "Part of 
Your World." Ariel, King Triton's youngest daughter, wishes to pursue the human Prince Eric in the 
world above, bargaining with the evil sea witch, Ursula, to trade her tail for legs. But the bargain is not 
what it seems, and Ariel needs the help of her colorful friends, Flounder the fish, Scuttle the seagull 
and Sebastian the crab to restore order under the sea.” 
 
Disney’s The Little Mermaid will be held November 9 & 10 at 7:30 p.m. and November 11 at 2:00 
p.m.  in the auditorium.  Admission is free but donations are always gratefully accepted. There will be 
a concession stand and intermission. Hope to see you there!google 

BRCS Musical Production 

Ariel MaKenna Olmstead 

Ariel Understudy Skylar Schmitt 

Prince Eric Aiden Millward 

Flounder Jazlynne Rice 

King Triton Josh Greenwood 

Scuttle McKenna Mahoney 

Grimsby/Chef Louis Zach Gould 

Sebastian Andrew Rice 

Mersisters & Princesses Sarah Beck Princess 2, Allana 
Kelsey Bowers Princess 1, Atina 
Hope McIntosh Princess 3, Andrina 
Annika Ortlieb Princess 5, Aquata 
Heather Puddington Princess 6, 
Arista 
Skylar Schmitt Princess 4, Adella 

Flotsam Kaydence Hoppel 

Jetsam Amanda Zehr 

Ursula Ruby Kloster 

Pilot, Tim Shea Waite 

Windward Natalie Streeter 

Leeward Chelsea Greenwood 

Ensem-
ble: 
All are  
also  
sea  
creatures 
  

Lauren Batuyong chef 
Jessica Boliver maid 
Abigayle Brouty chef 
Chase Brown sailor 
Ava Campeau gull 
Keegan Davenport sailor 
Jordan Davis maid 
David Duell sailor 
Jillienne Duell maid 
Joselynne Duell chef 
Juleanna Duell maid 
Evan Greenwood sailor 
Abigail Haigh maid 
Madeline Hylen gull 
Nobalie Kloster maid 
Owen Beller sailor 
Emilia Frankowski chef 
Zavier LaPlante sailor 
Chanelle Rice gull 
Kameron Smith gull 
Allison Stanford chef 
Braedon Terrillion sailor 
Sierra Waite gull 
Collin Stanford sailor 
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NYSSMA Conference All-State 
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Dear Parents, 
 

It’s hard to believe that we are already a month into the school year;  fall is always a whirlwind as 
we adjust to new schedules, classmates, and teachers.  Athletics are in full swing, and the 
teams have been enjoying a very summer-like climate as they play many of their games.  The 
weather has made it a little “stuffy” in some of the classrooms, but our students and teachers 
continue to persevere despite the unseasonable warmth. Our musical ensembles are preparing 
for their winter concerts, and students are working hard as they prepare for the annual school 
musical.  This year, our students will be presenting “The Little Mermaid” November 9-11. As I 
write this our students are excitedly preparing for the Homecoming festivities and Spirit week 
October 2-7. 
 

Shortly after you receive this each student will be mailed a 5-week report card.  This will be an 
early “snapshot” of how your student is doing in each of their classes. The benefit of this report is 
that none of the information in it is “set in stone;” students will still have plenty of time to continue 
working prior to the 10 week quarterly report card.  I encourage you to go over this document 
and discuss the information in it with your child.  If there are grades on it that aren’t what you 
each had hoped for have a conversation with your child about the causes.  If you still have ques-
tions about your child’s progress feel free to reach out to their teacher and schedule an appoint-
ment to talk about what is affecting the grade. Often students discover a point in high school 
where it is no longer enough to plan one day ahead; longer assignments need to be planned out 
over a week or more and this level of time management can pose a challenge, especially to our 
busiest students.  Likewise, preparing for a test or quiz is often something that cannot be done 
effectively in just one evening’s study session, but instead involves systematically scheduling 
time to review material on a regular basis.  Encourage your student to develop these time man-
agement skills now and they will serve them well through the remainder of high school, through 
higher education, and into the workforce. 
 

Our students and teachers have now begun to see the benefits of the new block scheduling 
model in the High School.  I have visited many classrooms where the students are doing exciting 
work alongside their teachers as owners of their own learning, exploring concepts in depth, hav-
ing time to work together in pairs and small groups, and creating presentations for their 
peers.  Although it has certainly taken time to get used to I’m excited about what I’m seeing in 
our classrooms and trust that the experience continues to be positive. 
 

If I can be of any assistance with regards to your student’s education please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to me by calling the school.  I continue to be impressed by the dedication of our stu-
dents and the strong support for education that this community displays. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Joshua Stamp 

High School Principal 

Beaver River is proud to announce the acceptance of two wonderful musicians into the 2017  New York State 
School Music Association (NYSSMA) Conference All-State.  Emma Puddington, daughter of Stephen and Pa-
trice Puddington is an Alternate.   Brett Worden, son of Timothy and Becky Worden, will perform in the Tenor 
section of the Mixed Chorus.   They will perform at the acclaimed Eastman Theatre in Rochester, NY during the 
annual NYSSMA Winter Conference to be held November 30 - December 3, 2017.  Over 6,500 students audi-
tioned for this honor and they were selected among the finest 900 students in New York State.  



 

The La Verne A. Norton Chapter of the National Honor society will 
be holding its annual induction ceremony for new members on 

Tuesday, November 21.  Candidates from the junior and senior classes who demonstrate outstanding 
achievement in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service, and character will be eligible for induction.  
  
To be considered for membership, a candidate must have a 90.0% cumulative average for all high school 
courses.  Scholarship alone is not grounds for selection into NHS—ignoring the qualities of leadership, ser-
vice, and character is a violation of the NHS Constitution.  In order to evaluate these criteria in prospective 
inductees, the principal is responsible for annually forming a five-member faculty council.  This council con-
sists of five voting members of the BRCS faculty.  Additionally, the chapter advisor serves as a non-voting, 
sixth member of the faculty council. 
  
The faculty council reviews each academically eligible candidate in regard to the categories of leadership, 
service, and character.  The student who exercises leadership is thoroughly dependable in any responsibility 
accepted, exemplifies positive attitudes, and is a forerunner in the classroom, at work, and in school or com-
munity activities.  The student who serves and works well with others, is willing to take on difficult or incon-
spicuous responsibilities, cheerfully and enthusiastically renders any requested service to the school, and 
shows courtesy by assisting visitors, teachers, and students.  The student of character consistently exempli-
fies desirable qualities of behavior, upholds principles of morality and ethics, actively helps rid the school of 
bad influences or environment, and shows concern and respect for others. 

The points received by a candidate for each individual category will be added and averaged to the nearest 
tenth of a point, giving that candidate separate averages for leadership, service, and character.  The sum of 
all three averages will then be taken.  To be granted membership, a candidate must receive a total score of 
at least 12.0 and receive scores of at least 3.0 in all three categories.  A candidate will be denied member-
ship if he or she scores below 3.0 in one category but still manages a total score of 12.0 or above. 
  
Student information forms are available to candidates who wish to provide the faculty council with information 
that may influence the selection process.  These forms are not to be considered applications (there are no 
official applications to NHS), but they may be helpful in revealing aspects of a candidate that the faculty coun-
cil may otherwise be unaware of.   
  
During the course of the selection process, the faculty council should focus more on why a student should be 
inducted into NHS and less on why a student should not be inducted.  Candidates should not be selected 
simply because they have sufficient grades and the faculty council has nothing bad to say about them (this is 
not to suggest, however, that major shortcomings in any of the three categories be ignored).  Rather, the fac-
ulty council should emphasize the positive characteristics of a potential member that demonstrate why that 
candidate deserves to be selected.  Induction into NHS is an honor that must be earned. 
  
All decisions made by the faculty council are binding and cannot be appealed to higher levels of the National 
Honor Society.  Selection into NHS is strictly a local manner.  It is the faculty council’s duty to carry out the 
selection process as objectively as possible.  No student has the right to be inducted into NHS—students on-
ly have the right to be fairly considered for membership.  Anyone with further questions about the selection 
process should direct them to Mr. Joshua Stamp, High School Principal. 
  

National Honor  

Society 

In the process of evaluating potential inductees, each voting member of the faculty council will rate each 
candidate in the areas of leadership, service, and character using the following scale: 
  
 5 points..…the student always demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 4 points…..the student frequently demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 3 points…..the student sometimes demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 2 points…..the student rarely demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 
 1 point …...the student never demonstrates outstanding qualities for the given category 



It is the time of year when seniors need to get 
serious about organizing their college applica-
tions. This is especially so for those looking to 
apply for “early decision” consideration. 

 
Ninth through eleventh grade students will 

have their normal opportunities for individual meetings with their guidance counselors in a few months to 
receive career and educational counseling. Parents are always welcome to participate in this planning process. 
Please call the Guidance Office to make an appointment. 
 
Grades six through eight are busy with classes, sports, and the upcoming musical.  Please have your child stop in 
the Guidance Office for any assistance (schedules, AWS or bullying issues. 

COLLEGE APPLICATION AND FINANCIAL AID PLANNING NIGHT 
The Guidance Office is offering an informative presentation appropriate for parents and students regarding all as-
pects of college planning including the application process and financial aid. Plan to meet on October 19 in the 
high school media center at 7:00 pm.  Call Mr. Barrett with questions. 

SENIORS TO COMPLETE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
Seniors have begun the process of completing their college applications.  This process can either be very 
time consuming or relatively simple depending on the particular college.  SUNY college application forms 
can be quite basic and students may even use one form to apply to up to multiple colleges.  Four year col-
lege applications often require more of the students such as essays and teacher recommendations.   
 
The recommended application deadline for SUNY colleges is December 1.  Although SUNY will accept ap-
plications after this date, adhering to this deadline can make a difference in acceptance to competitive pro-
grams.  It also may make a difference in securing available housing on some campuses.  The application 
deadlines of private colleges vary (approximately December through late spring).  It is each student's re-
sponsibility to contact the colleges he or she is considering to find out their deadlines. 
 
College applications should be completed carefully and thoroughly, with the awareness that students are 
giving admissions personnel the first impression of themselves.  Attention to detail is exceptionally im-
portant.  Most applications can be done on-line.  Please see Mr. Barrett before applications are submitted. 
     
Please be aware that some colleges do not have an application fee if you apply directly to the college.  For 
instance, if you apply directly to Jefferson Community College there is no fee, but if you apply through the 
SUNY Application Processing Center there is a hefty fee.    
 
All applications that are not submitted online (and corresponding fees) are to be submitted to the Guidance 
Office where they will be checked for accuracy and forwarded to the colleges with copies of their high school 
transcript.  Students who are applying to colleges online are also to notify the Guidance Office so that copies 
of their transcript will be mailed to the appropriate schools.  This information was explained by Mr. Barrett to 
the seniors in their English classes.  Students and parents are invited to contact Mr. Barrett if they have 
questions about this process. 

MORE NOTES FOR COLLEGE BOUND SENIORS 
 --Students should be continuing to look through college catalogs and websites, meet with college  
   representatives in the Guidance Office, have on campus admission interviews and attend college open 
   houses! 
 --Students should make sure they’ve taken all tests (SAT 1, ACT, SAT 2, etc.) that are required by the  
   colleges to which they are applying!  They should also ensure that their scores are forwarded to each  
   college. 
 --Searching for scholarships is a lot like exploring colleges--the more you put into it, the more you’re likely 
   to get out of it!  Application deadlines for various scholarships occur throughout the senior year.  How to 
   search for scholarships will be explained to students in their English classes. 
 --If you have questions about the college exploration process, please contact Mr. Barrett. 



 

 

                                   Student Assistance Program Thank you for all of your support for our local FFA Programs! 

 

COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION 
 

Attending a college open house/campus visitation day is an excellent way to gain firsthand information about a 
college as well as to meet with other students who are interested in the same college.  The college visit is so im-
portant that some colleges require it before accepting a student.  Students should check the websites of the col-
leges they are considering to get information regarding these events.  For a listing of SUNY open house dates 
visit www.suny.edu  and click on “programs” and then “visit us”.   

 
STUDENTS TAKE ASVAB TESTS 

 
Any high school student interested in taking the ASVAB 
will have the opportunity on November 16 at Beaver River.  
The ASVAB consists of eight short tests which cover the 
areas of General Science, Arithmetic Reasoning, Word 
Knowledge, Paragraph Comprehension, Auto and Shop 
Information, Mathematics Knowledge, Mechanical Com-
prehension, and Electronics.  As a result of taking these 
tests the students will receive information on themselves 
(such as interests and abilities), information on the world 
of work, and ideas relating to specific careers they may be 
well-suited for.  This test is no longer just for military-
bound students.  The ASVAB does an excellent job 
matching a student’s academic strengths and general in-
terests with both civilian and military careers.  All juniors 
will be encouraged to take this free assessment.  See Mr. 
Barrett with questions.   

 
AN IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR JUNIORS 

 
A year from now most of you will be preparing application forms for col-
lege.  With the multitude of colleges to choose from, the process of explor-
ing your options can be interesting and fun but also confusing and very 
time consuming.  This is why NOW--THE JUNIOR YEAR--is the time to 
seek out information and identify the types of schools you’d be interested 
in.  Mr. Barrett will be working with you throughout the year to provide a 
variety of ways you can obtain the information you need.  If you or your 
parents have questions about the college selection process, you are en-
couraged to see or call Mr. Barrett. 

FINANCIAL AID WORKSHOP 
 
This year, JCC will be conducting their financial aid 
workshops at Lowville Academy and Copenhagen 
Central Schools.  Beaver River students and parent 
wishing to attend are cordially invited to attend either 
workshop.  The speaker will be a financial aid coun-
selor from Jefferson Community College. The work-
shop will be held on October 12 at Lowville Academy 
at 7:00 in the large group instruction room.  Copen-
hagen’s workshop will be on October 26 from 6:00 to 
7:30.  The FAFSA can be submitted after October 1. 
Check in with the Guidance Office at 346-1211 (Ext. 
522) or moric.myschoolpages.com/schools/Beaver 
River/webpages/abarrett for updates.  

PSAT/NMSQT 
 

Junior students will take the Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT) on Wednesday, October 11.  Students will have the opportunity to sign up to participate and 
are provided with information prior to this exam which included sample questions and test-taking tips.  The 
benefits of taking this assessment include the following: 
 1. It provides practice for taking the SAT I, a college entrance test which most juniors will take for the first 

time in the spring. 
 2. Students can predict their SAT I scores from the PSAT/NMSQT scores.  This information will be 
  helpful this year as students explore colleges and consider the admission requirements of particu-
  lar schools. 

3. Students may choose to participate in a service that will forward their names to various colleges that 
are seeking students like them.  They then will receive information from these colleges. 

4. Students are automatically entered in scholarship competitions by taking the PSAT/NMSQT.  Even if 
they are not actual “winners,” being named a “finalist” or “semifinalist” will greatly help in the college 
admission process. 

5. Scores on the PSAT/NMSQT will indicate if students have the reading and math skills they need for 
college. 

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
 

Please visit the brcsd.org website 
for complete scholarship infor-
mation. Click on the “High School 
Guidance” link, then on 
“Scholarship Information”. Feel 
free to call the Guidance Office 
with questions.   

http://www.suny.edu




 



 
The Student Assistance Program (SAP) will once again be available to the stu-
dents of Beaver River during the 2017-2018 school year.  SAP is a school 
based, prevention/intervention program designed to assist students in grades 6-
12 with a variety of personal problems, including those related to substance 
abuse. The SAP is not treatment, nor therapy. This not a discipline program; 
students are not in trouble if they are referred to the program. Students work 
one on one or in small groups with the Counselor to encourage a successful 
and healthy lifestyle; this may include focusing on personal or family substance 
use, coping skills, social skills, truancy, anger management, healthy decision 
making and/or building self-esteem. Referrals to the Student Assistance Pro-
gram can be made by: 
 
1. Contacting Kylie Simpson, SAP. Mrs. Simpson is available at school on 

Mondays and Tuesdays to talk in person, by phone at ext. 577, or by email 
at ksimpson@brcsd.org. 

2. Completing a referral form that is available in the Middle School, High 
School, Guidance and Nurse’s offices. Once completed it can be put in 
Youth Counselor mailbox located in the administrative office. 

3. Contacting the building Principal or Guidance Counselor. 
 
SAP is both voluntary and confidential to all students that choose to participate.  
All referrals are also confidential and can be made by any concerned individual. 
This includes self- referrals.  If you have any questions about SAP or would like 
more information on substance use, contact Mrs. Simpson or call Mountain 
View Prevention Services at 376-2321. 

 Mountain 
View  

Prevention 
Services 

October 16 BOE Meeting—Distance Learning Room 6:30 p.m. 

October 19 Community Service Day 12:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

November 9 BRCS Musical - The Little Mermaid 7:30 p.m. 

November 10 Veterans Day—NO SCHOOL 

BRCS Musical - The Little Mermaid 

 

7:30 p.m. 

November 11 BRCS Musical - The Little Mermaid 2:00 p.m. 

November 13 BOE Meeting—Distance Learning Room 6:00 p.m. 

November 15 Parent Teacher Conferences—1/2 day Elem. 12:45 Dismissal 

November 16 Parent Teacher Conferences—1/2 day Elem. 12:45 Dismissal 

November 21 National Honor Society Inductions – Aud 8:30 a.m. 

November 22-24 Thanksgiving Break—NO SCHOOL  

November 27 BOE Meeting—Distance Learning Room 6:30 p.m. 

Important Dates  

mailto:ksimpson@brcsd.org


 
 

Enrollment is easy! 
 
 

 
Go to: MySchoolBucks.com and register for a free account. 
 
 You will receive a confirmation email with a link to activate   

your account. 
   Add your students using their school name and student ID. 
 Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your 

credit/debit card or electronic check. 
 A program payment fee will apply.  You will have the 

opportunity to review any fees and cancel if you choose, 
before you are charged.   

 
If you have any questions, contact MySchoolBucks directly:  
1-855-832-5226 or visit MySchoolBucks.com and click on 
Help/FAQ’s 

To Parents and Guardians, 
 
BEAVER RIVER CENTRAL is excited to offer MySchool-
Bucks®! This online payment service provides a quick 
and easy way to add money to your student’s meal ac-
count using a credit/debit card or electronic check. 
 
You can also view recent purchases, check balances, and set-up 
low balance alerts for FREE!  
 
MySchoolBucks provides: 

 Convenience - Available 24/7 on the web or  with the 
Mobile App for your iPhone, Android or Windows phone! 

 Efficiency - Make payments for all your students, even if 
they attend different schools within the district.  Eliminate 
the need for your students to take money to school. 

 Control - Set low balance alerts, view account activity, re-
curring/automatic payments & more! 

 Flexibility - Make payments using credit/debit cards and 
electronic checks. 

 Security – MySchoolBucks adheres to the highest security 
standards, including PCI and CISP. 

1 $22,311 1,860 930 859 430 

2 $30,044 2,504 1,252 1,156 578 

3 $37,777 3,149 1,575 1,453 727 

4 $45,510 3,793 1,897 1,751 876 

5 $53,243 4,437 2,219 2,048 1,024 

6 $60,976 5,082 2,541 2,346 1,173 

7 $68,709 5,726 2,863 2,643 1,322 

8 $76,442 6,371 3,186 2,941 1,471 

Each 

Add’l 

person 

add 

+$7,733 + 645    + 323 +298 + 149 

2017 - 2018 FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 
The following chart lists income levels according to house-
hold size and income received yearly, monthly or weekly. 
If your total household income is the same or less than the 
amount on the chart below, your children can get reduced 
price meals. You will be notified if you are eligible for free 
meals based on income. 

 
2017 – 2018  INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 

FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS 
 

REDUCED PRICE ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART 
 

House                                    2x per Every 2        
Size         Annual     Month       Month      Weeks     Weekly 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your income is at or below the scale shown above, you 
are urged to apply for meal benefits.  You may do so by 
calling the school at 346-1211 and ask for Mr. Dave Tho-
ma, ext. 532.  You may also complete an application in 
person by coming to the school.  If you have any questions 
about income eligibility or would like information regarding 
the breakfast or lunch programs, please call Mr. Thoma at 
346-1211, ext. 532.   
 
If you do not qualify now but expect a change in in-
come or family size, you may complete an application 
anytime throughout the year.   

 
 

ONLINE PAYMENT OPTION 
MY SCHOOL BUCKS 

 
Credit card payments could take up to 24 hours. 

Debit Cards could take up to 2 -3 business days to clear. 
 

Please take this time into consideration 
if your children’s balance gets low. 

 
YOU CAN GET YOUR CHILD’S ID NUMBER BY  

CALLING 346-1211  EXT: 535 
 

Don’t forget to add MY SCHOOL BUCKS app to your 

Elementary Food Services a la carte pricing: 
Extra Entrée   $2.10 
Yogurt    $1.00 
School-made Cookies  $1.00 
Ice Cream   $  .85 
Nutri-Grain bar   $  .75 
Rice Krispie Treat  $  .80 
Fruit Snacks        $  .50 / .65 
String Cheese   $  .50 
Milk    $  .55 
Juice    $  .55 
Water    $1.00 

    Effective 9/1/17 

http://www.MySchoolBucks.com


The following classes are being offered during the months of October and 
November to any interested community member.  Please call the appropri-
ate instructor without delay as some classes have seating limits.  Some 
classes may be cancelled if insufficient interest is shown, at which time you 
will be notified if you have already signed-up.  Participation in each class 
requires a signed physical injury district release form, which the instructor 
will have prepared for each student during registration.  The classes will be 
offered as scheduled while school is in session.  If school closes for a holi-
day or emergency, the adult education class will also be cancelled.   

Beaver River Central School         Non Profit 
PO Box 179            U.S. Postage PAID 
9508 Artz Road           Car. Rte. Pre Sort 
Beaver Falls, NY 13305          Beaver Falls, NY  
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Customer 

Adult Education at BRCS is de-
signed to meet the academic and 
recreational needs of our community 
in an adult’s only setting.  If you 
have a special talent or skill you 
would like to share or a class you 
would like to see offered, please call 
Nicole Kuhl at the school at 346-
1211 ext.154, or e-mail at 
nkuhl@brcsd.org.   

Adult Education Classes 

CLASS INSTRUCTOR DATE/TIME/PLACE FEE COMMENTS 

Family Swim Certified Life 

Guards 

Wednesdays 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Pool 

  

Begins October 5th 

$2.00 per  

session 

No registration necessary.  Every child 

must be accompanied by an adult who 

stays while the child is swimming and 

provides adult supervision in the locker 

room. 

Morning Lap 

Swim 

Certified Life 

Guards 

Wednesdays and Fridays 

7:00 – 8:00 a.m. 

Pool 

 

Begins October 4th 

$3.00 per  

session 

  

  

No registration necessary.  Held only 

when school is in session.  If school is 

delayed for any reason, morning lap 

swim is cancelled for that day. 

Evening Lap 

Swim 

Certified Life 

Guards 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 

7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 

Pool 

Begins October 3rd 

$3.00 per  

session 

No registration necessary.  Held only 

when school is in session. 

  

Zumba 

  

Gretchen Anderson 

  

Thursdays 

3:45 – 4:45 pm 

High School Cafeteria 

  

  

$4.00 per  

session 

Come get a total workout, combining 

all elements of fitness – cardio, muscle 

conditioning, balance, flexibility, and 

boosted energy. Zumba takes the 

"work" out of workout, by mixing low-

intensity and high-intensity moves for 

an interval-style, calorie-burning dance 

fitness party. Once the Latin and World 

rhythms take over, you'll see why 

Zumba® Fitness classes are often 

called exercise in disguise! 

Country Heat & 

Turbo Kick 

Vicky Miller 

Certified Turbo 

Kick/Country Heat 

Fitness Instructor 

& Coach 

Thursdays 

5:00 – 6:00 pm 

High School Cafeteria 

$5.00 per ses-

sion or $25 for 6 

sessions 

Country Heat is a country dance-

inspired workout with calorie scorch-

ing fun-filled simple steps. 

Turbo Kick is a combination of cardio 

kickboxing and body-sculpting dance 

moves choreographed to the hottest 

music.  Both are high calorie burners 

with over 5,000 steps per class with 

some core/strength training at the end.  

No registration necessary but bring 

your own yoga mat, sweat towel and 

water bottle. 

mailto:nkuhl@brcsd.org

